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HORTHERN REGION TRANSPORTATION

“KTMB EYES
CROSS-BORDER )

TRADE BOOST

Rail services only handling some 240,000
TEUs between northern Malaysia and
southern Thailand annually
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audreymed@nst com,my

HE government wants

Keretapi Tanah Melayu

Bhd (K TMED to further

tap into the vast oppor

tunity in cross-border trade
+ pranspaortation in the northern

reginn us 20 per vent of the ruil
gervices are now utilised for the
business segment.

I'he rail services are only han
dling some 240,000 twanty-
equivalent. units [TELIs) betwman
northern Makaysia and southern
Thailand annually, from the total
00, K00 T'EL s :

As such, Deputy Finance Min-

ister Datuk Othman Aziz has
urged K TMB to seize the cppor-
tunity hyre-hmhin;inmtrmlr -
|sting busimess meedel.
=There s a lot of potential for us
to increase the carrying capacity
of the TEUs by more than doubile.
“The gavernmant will give its
fullest support to make this pos-
wibile.” he said after the launching
ceremony of the 200th intor-
modal chartered train services of
Trili Maju Sdn Bhd (TMSE) at &
hutel, here, yesterday.
Introduced last May, the char-
tored train ks 8 premium round-

trip cargo service which facili-

tates cross-border trade bo
tween Malaysia and southern
Thailamd.

TWER also signed a memaoran-
dum of understanding (Moll}
with CMA-CGM Logistics Lo-
warngds AETICY appﬂinimml. sig-
nifing et anather milestane for
TMEE in its engagement with the
world loglstics giant.,

Ouhman sald the rail services,
with the completion of the elec
trified double-tracking profect in
2004, would complerment the sim
ilar services offered by Penang
Port Sdn Bhd services, which
handled some 1.5 million TEUs

Depuly Finamce
Minister Datulk
Ctfmman Aziz
iihired from left)
with {from left)
Mot

Authority chivf
execifive offfcer
Datik Redza
Rexfiey e Tl
Maju choirmenn
i Mahamed All
Al Sarmod ot
the charter troain
service knnch
geaterdey. PIC BY
»  RAMOISN MASIAM

lagt yaar

Othman sald another problem
was the backlog of corgo move-
ments at the border, adding that
the government was in the midst
of building a new 1CGS (lmmi-
gration, Customs, Quarantine
and Security) comples in Padang
Besar, Peris.

Meanwhile, KTME chairman
Datuk Nawswi Ahmad said the
company was leoking into ex-
panding container storage aréa
in Padang Besar from the existing
3.2 ha vo T.28 ha, which will able
to store up bo 350,000 TELS,
Promm 120,040 TELS a year now.




