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Bank gives
RM145mil
to hospitals,
charities

Red flags will be
put up at public

beaches in Kota
Tinggi to warn

RM314,000 spent
to upgrade 250m
stretch of drain in

New Green Park, ¢

Rawang, to people against { on memorial
reduce flash swimming during anniversary of
floods >4 bad weather >5 its founder >12

ear for some folk in Chemor,
Perak, but residents’ complaints
to the authorities fail to get the
operator to stop. >2&3

' Y =~ Constant blaring of chirpings
a I n g O r - from the loudspeaker of a
v ® f : S swiftlet farm is painful on the

ocenic cruise : PR .
enggqs_ph;me‘Penang Bridge Sunset Cruise, the latest attraction in the state’s tourism sector, enjoying a leisurely evening ferry
\at takes them past several landmarks such as the Penang Bridge. The cruise, available only on weekends, includes a buffet.
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Cruise into
the sunset

Events 7

PENANG

New evening tour to showcase
state’s landmarks in novel way

By N. TRISHA
trishang@thestar.com.my

THE new Penang Bridge Sunset
Cruise is set to enhance the
appeal of the state.

The leisurely evening cruise,
held during weekends for now,
will give tourists and locals an
o&;j)femmity to dine on the ferry
while the ferry takes them to
and from the Penang Bridge.

Penang Port Sdn Bhd (PPSB)
chief executive officer Datuk
Sasedharan Vasudevan said this
initiative was a significant mile-
stone for Penang’s tourism
industry.

“By showcasing the beauty of
Penang’s landmarks in a novel
way, the cruise aims to boost
local businesses,” he said in his
speech on the ferry during the
soft launch of the cruise.

Sasedharan said PPSB would
be collaborating with a private
restaurant operator for now but
welcomed companies and those
wanting to charter the ferry for
private events.

“The restaurant will manage
the food and ticketing for those
wanting to book the ferry.

“This cruise is using one of the
four new ferries purchased by
PPSB.

“For regular trips to take com- .

muters across the channel, we at
any point will use between one
and three ferries.

“During peak hours, we use
three.

“We always have one spare
ferry, which will now be used for
the Penang Bridge Sunset Cruise.

“For now, the restaurant has
chartered the ferry for the
Penang Bridge Sunset Cruise
Buffet package on weekends
(5pm to 8pm),” he said.

He added that there had been
many enquiries to charter the
spare ferry for private events.

“We have worked tirelessly over
the past four to five months to
ensure the success of this new
tourism product,” said Sasedharan.

“We made sure to obtain the
necessary approval to operate the
cruise service.

“Since this is the first time we
are doing something like this, we
are starting without high expecta-
tions.

“We hope to have between 80
and 100 trips per year,” he said.

When asked if the use of
the spare ferry might hinder
ferry operations in case of an
emergency, he said the cruise
was timed for off-peak hours and
for now, the new ferries were

Passengers enjoying food and the view during the Penang Bridge Sunset Cruise. — Photos: CHAN BOON KAI/
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“This cruise,
using one of the
four new ferries,
aims to boost
local businesses.”
Datuk Sasedharan Vasudevan

functioning well.
The Penang Bridge Sunset
Cruise is slated to begin on Dec

16, departing from Pangkalan
Raja Tun Uda in George Town.

A scenic backdrop for snapshots on deck.




